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Consulate General of India, Erbil in collaboration with Keralites in Kurdistan (KIK
Association) organized an informative multi-sector event to promote the diverse and culturally
rich heritage of state of Kerala under the State Facilitation Activities at Rotana Hotel on
01.12.2023. This event, titled "Keraleeyam (Related to Kerala)" highlighted Kerala's vibrant
culture, traditions, spices, unique cuisine, nature, tourism, ayurveda, and medical
advancements.

2. The event was attended by around 250 high level officials from Kurdistan Regional
Government, members of Diplomatic communities, prominent business personalities, cultural
enthusiasts from Kurdistan and members of Indian Diaspora. Mr. Prashant Pise, Ambassador of
India to Iraq also graced the occasion.

3. H.E. Mr. V Muraleedharan, Hon'ble Union Minister of State for External Affairs and
Parliamentary Affairs of India virtually addressed the gathering with his inspiring words through
a video message.

4. Ambassador of India to Iraq H.E. Mr. Prashant Pise emphasized the vibrant culture,
traditions, nature, Ayurveda, spices, and cuisine of Kerala, which testify the state's rich diversity
that has been giving positive impact to the people from all walks of life.

5t Kerala is known for its picturesque landscapes, including backwaters, beaches, and lush
greenery. The festival showcased these attractions through virtual tours to encourage tourism.

6. The festival featured live performances of traditional dance forms like Kathakali,
Kalaripayattu (martial arts), Theyyam, Ottamthullal and Mohiniyattam to highlight the cultural
diversity of the region. The festival also exhibited the traditions, including ramp walk with
traditional dresses to showcase state’s unique blend of traditions, rituals and customs. Memory
sticks putting in videos and images on Kerala's diverse culture, traditions and customes were
also distributed among guests.

7. Kerala is a hub for Ayurvedic treatments and wellness. The festival featured Ayurveda
medicines presenting in a booth & virtual tour promoting Kerala as a destination for health and
wellness tourism. In addition to alternative medical therapies showcase of medical tourism
involving allopathy is also exhibited in various hospitals located in Kerala commonly visited by
international patients.

8. Kerala is known as the "Spice Garden of India." The festival had spice booths and virtual
tours on the history and significance of spices in Kerala's cuisine and economy. Dishes like
appam, dosa, seafood specialties, unique snacks and the famous Kerala Sadhya. The festival had
tasting sessions to introduce attendees to the rich flavors of Kerala.

9. All cultural performances displaying tradition and heritage of Kerala State were covered
by various electronic medias and news channels of Erbil.
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